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GAINSBOROUGH 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

10/12,  Lord  Street, 

Gainsborough. 
4th  October,  1948. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  GAINSBOROUGH. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1947,  The  population 
continues  to  increase.  There  is  a rise  in  the  Death  Rate  and  in 
the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate.  A considerable  reduction  is  seen 
in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer.  The  incidence  of  Infectious 
Disease  was  low  and  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  or  Infantile  Paralysis 
were  met  with. 

The  year  1947  was  eventful  because  of  the  very  severe  winter, 
which  culminated  in  serious  flooding  of  part  of  the  Town  due  to 
the  overflowing  and  bursting  of  the  banks  of  the  tidal  River  Trent. 
This  disaster  necessitated  the  evacuation  of  families  to  Rest 
Centres,  the  provision  of  food,  clothing,  heating  and  drying- 
equipment,  as  well  as  every  possible  precautionary  measure  to 
prevent  illness  and  disease. 

Considering  all  circumstances,  it  can  be  said  that  the  health 
of  the  area  for  the  year  was  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Jackson,  Sanitary  Inspector,  resigned  during  the  year. 
His  successor,  Mr.  Carter,  has  proved  a most  able  and  efficient 
Officer. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  all  Officials  and  their  Staffs 
for  their  valuable  co-operation,  and  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  help  received  from  Members  of  the  Council. 


J.  C.  MACARTNEY, 
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SECTION A. 

1.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
AREA. 


Area  of  the  Urban  District about  2,400  acres 

Estimated  Population  17,590 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  1947 5,045 

Rateable  Value £94,171 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate £370/1 7 /9J 


The  chief  industries  of  the  area  are  Engineering.  Timber. 
Malting  and  Milling. 


2.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total  Male  Female  Birth  Rate 


Live  Births  388  209  179  22.05 

Legitimate  361  193  168 

Illegitimate  27  16  11 

Still  Births  5 5 — 

Legitimate  5 5 — 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  Births 12.7 

Deaths.  1947.  All  causes. 

Total  Male  Female  Death  Rate 
241  131  110  13.7 


DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES  (Headings  29  and  30) 
There  were  two  deaths  within  the  District. 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 51.5 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE  IN  GAINSBOROUGH 
URBAN  DISTRICT 


in  1927  was 104.6 

in  1937  was 72.3 

in  1947  was 51,5 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Disease 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

8 

1 

9 

Other  Forms  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer,  all  causes 

9 

18 

27 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

Intracranial  Vascular  Diseases  

. 17 

17 

34 

Heart  Disease 

. 35 

26 

61 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

2 

2 

4 

Bronchitis  

. 14 

2 

6 

Pneumonia 

. 3 

4 

7 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

— 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum .... 

3 

1 

4 

Diarrhoea,  under  2 years 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Digestive  Causes 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis 

5 

3 

8 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

5 

1 

6 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

1 

1 

Premature  Births  

4 

1 

5 

Congenital  Diseases  

— 

1 

1 

Other  Violent  Causes 

4 

3 

7 

All  other  Causes 

. 18 

22 

40 

COMPARATIVE  TABLES. 


Births 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Birth 

Rate 

1947  

388 

209 

179 

22.05 

1946  

392 

201 

191 

22.5 

1945  

290 

159 

131 

17.07 

1944  

356 

195 

161 

20.4 

1943  

299 

138 

161 

17.1 
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Death 

Deaths  Total  Male  Female  Rate 

1947  241  131  110  13.7 

1946  213  115  98  12.02 

1945  221  128  93  13.01 

1944  213  111  104  12.5 

1943  224  116  108  12.8 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  10  5 15 

Illegitimate  3 2 5 


Total  13  7 20 

CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS. 

Male  Female  Total 

Congenital  Causes  6 1 7 

Diarrhoea 112 

Premature  Births  4 15 

Pneumonia 2 4 6 


Totals  13  7 20 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE. 

$ Infant 

* Birth  Rate  * Death  Rate  Mortality 

England  and  Wales  20.5  12.0  41 

126  Great  Towns 23.3  13.0  47 

148  Smaller  Towns  ....  22.2  11.9  36 

London  22.7  12.8  37 

Gainsborough 22.05  13.7  51.5 


* Rates  per  L000  civilian  population. 
$ Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 
THE  AREA. 

HOSPITALS  AVAILABLE:  — 

Fever:  Gainsborough  Isolation  Hospital — provided  and  main- 
tained by  the  Urban  District  Council.  Special  provision 
in  the  County  is  made  by  a Joint  Small  Pox  Hospital 
Board  for  cases  of  Small  Pox. 

Tuberculosis:  Branston  Hall  Sanatorium,  Lincoln.  Brumby 
Tuberculosis  Hospital,  Scunthorpe.  Grimsby  Corporation 
Sanatorium.  Also  others  outside  the  County,  including 
Harlow  Wood  Orthopaedic  Hospital  and  Gringley-on-the- 
Hill  Children’s  Hospital. 

Maternity:  Maternity  Home,  North  Marsh  Road,  Gainsborough, 
provided  and  maintained  by  the  Lindsey  County  Council. 

Mental:  Bracebridge  Mental  Hospital  and  Harmston  Hall  Colony, 
Lincoln. 

General:  Medical  and  Surgical  cases  can  be  admitted  to  John 
Coupland  Hospital  in  Gainsborough.  The  services  of 
other  Voluntary  Hospitals  in  district  outside  the  town 
may  be  arranged  for  by  General  Practitioners.  Louth 
County  Infirmary  is  a modern  Municipal  Hospital  main- 
tained by  the  Lindsey  County  Council.  Brigg  Infirmary 
is  under  the  same  Authority. 

Laboratory  Facilities:  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Lincoln.  Grimsby 
Corporation  Laboratory  (V.D.  Specimens). 

Ambulance  Facilities: 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases: 

Removal  is  carried  out  by  the  ambulance  which  is 
housed  at  Foxby  Hill  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  For  Non-Infectious  cases  and  accidents: 

Provision  of  another  ambulance  is  made  by  the  Urban 
District  Council  for  town  and  district  service.  The  St. 
John’s  Ambulance  is  also  utilised  for  such  purposes. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority: 

The  names  of  these  officers  are  given  on  the  front  page.  All 

are  now  whole-time  officials  with  the  exception  of  the  assistant 

Meat  Inspector. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  addition  to  being  Medical 

Superintendent  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  under  Gainsborough 
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Urban  District  Council  carries  out  the  following  duties:  — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Gainsborough  Rural  District. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Isle  of  Axholme  Rural 

District. 

District  Tuberculosis  Officer  and 

School  Medical  Inspector  under  Lindsey  County  Council. 
Nurses:  Non-institutional. 

Health  Visitors  and  County  Midwives  employed  by  the 

County  Council. 

District  Midwife. 

District  Nurse. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

The  following  facilities  are  provided  in  Gainsborough  by  the 
Lindsey  County  Council: — 

Ante  Natal  Care  includes: — • 

(a)  Medical  examination  and  advice  at  clinics. 

(b)  Similar  examination  and  advice  at  Doctors’  Surgeries  or 

Patients’  homes. 

(c)  Institutional  treatment. 

(d)  Services  of  a consultant. 

(e)  Dental  treatment. 

(f)  Extra  nourishment. 

Ante  and  Post  Natal  Clinics. 

Ante  and  Post  Natal  examinations  by  General  practitioner. 
Maternity  Home  and  Other  Institutional  provision. 

Provision  of  Midwives. 

Payment  of  fees  to  Doctors  called  in  by  Midwives. 

Services  of  a consultant. 

Home  Helps. 

Provision  of  Home  Nursing  for  Puerperal  Fever  and  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum. 

Home  visits  by  Nurses. 

Dental  treatment. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  for  children  under  five  years  of  age. 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

This  Service  is  administered  by  Lindsey  County  Council. 

Each  school  in  the  town  is  visited  by  the  School  Medical 
Inspector  each  year, 


A school  child  is  required  to  undergo  a routine  medical 
examination  at  the  following  periods  of  its  school  life: — 

“First  Examination” — Pupils  admitted  for  the  first  time  to  a 
maintained  school  to  be  inspected  as  soon  as  possible 
after  admission. 

“Second  Examination” — Pupils  in  primary  schools  to  be  in- 
spected in  their  last  year  of  attendance  at  such 
schools. 

“Third  Examination” — Pupils  attending  secondary  schools  to 
be  inspected  in  the  last  year  of  their  attendance  at 
such  schools. 

It  will  be  seen  that  children  attending  secondary  schools  now 
only  require  to  be  examined  during  their  last  year  of  attendance 
and  no  longer  require  to  be  examined  as  soon  as  possible  after 
their  admission  to  such  school. 

Defects  of  Eyes,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  Bones  and  joints, 
Teeth,  and  Heart  are  referred  when  necessary,  to  the  County 
Council’s  Specialists  in  these  subjects.  Other  cases  are  referred 
to  private  family  Doctors. 

In  addition  to  Medical  examinations  of  scholars  each  school 
is  submitted  to  a hygienic  survey,  and  any  defects  found  are 
reported  for  attention. 

On  the  whole  the  health  of  the  school  children  of  Gains- 
borough was  satisfactory.  No  epidemics  of  Infectious  Diseases 
occurred  except  a small  outbreak  of  Measles  towards  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Other  branches  of  this  service  are:  — 

1.  School  Clinic — for  attention  of  Minor  ailments. 

2.  Dental  Service — for  dental  inspection  and  treatment  of 

school  children. 

3.  Rheumatism  and  Heart  Clinic — for  Children  suffering 

from  heart  disease,  rheumatism,  and  allied  con- 
ditions. A specialist  attends  once  every  two  months. 

4.  Mental  and  Physically  Defective,  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb — 

Education  and  training  are  provided  in  special 
schools  and  other  institutions  for  children  classified 
under  any  of  these  headings. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  supervision  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  at  the 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in  Gladstone  Street,  where  definite  or 
suspected  cases  as  well  as  contacts  are  dealt  with.  Modern 
methods  of  diagnosis  are  available  and  include  X-ray  examina- 
tions, tuberculin  tests  and  sputum  examinations.  X-ray  examina- 
tions are  mostly  carried  out  at  Branston  Hall  Sanatorium. 

Treatment  by  artificial  pheumothorax  is  done  at  this  Clinic 
and  arrangements  can  be  made  for  cases  requiring  special  forms 
of  Surgical  treatment  elsewhere. 

Institutional  treatment  is  arranged  for  when  required  in 
pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  cases.  Other  facilities  provided 
through  the  Dispensary  include: — 

(a)  Dental  Treatment. 

(b)  Extra  nourishment  granted  in  necessitous  cases. 

Artificial  Sunlight  treatment. 

(d)  Open  air  sleeping  shelters. 

(e)  After-care. 

(f)  Maintenance  allowances  (financial). 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Lindsey  County  Council  provide  every  facility  for  the 
diagnosis,  treatment  and  control  of  these  diseases.  A whole-time 
Medical  Officer  is  employed  who  is  in  charge  of  the  various 
centres,  one  of  which  is  available  in  Gainsborough. 

The  incidence  of  V.D.  in  Gainsborough  is  low. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA. 

The  usual  services  have  been  carried  out  in  a satisfactory 
manner.  Routine  analyses  of  the  water  supply  have  been  carried 
out,  and  the  results  and  remarks  will  be  found  in  the  report  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Total  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  ....  20 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ....  20 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  . . . . . — 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ....  — 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year — 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  Sub-head 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 


131 

131 


(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ....  ....  131 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
Notices — 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ....  93 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  36  Housing  Act,  1936  : — ■ 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ....  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ....  . ..  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ....  . ..  ...  ....  — 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ; — 
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(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 


(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  . 6 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ....  9 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  43 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  30 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  27 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ....  137 


(d)  Number  of  houses  again  overcrowded  after  being  previously 

relieved  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

With  the  present  trend  of  population  towards  increasing  per- 
centage of  old  persons,  there  will  arise  in  future  housing  schemes, 
the  need  for  consideration  of  provision  of  accommodation  for  the 
aged.  This  might  be  kept  in  mind  when  building  resources  are 
less  limited. 

There  is  a shortage  of  four-bedroomed  houses  for  the  larger 
lamilies. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

This  is  dealt  with  fully  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


SECTION  F. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  Urban  Dstrict  Council  is  the  Authority  responsible  for 
the  treatment  of  Infectious  Diseases,  and  owns  the  Foxby  Hill 
Isolation  Hospital,  to  which  patients  are  also  admitted  from  the 
Gainsborough  Rural  District  and  on  exceptional  occasions  from 
the  Isle  of  Axholme  and  other  Districts. 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  was  low.  Sixty-two  cases 
were  admitted  to  the  Foxby  Hill  Hospital  during  the  year  for 
treatment  or  observation.  Of  these  only  twenty-nine  belonged 
to  the  Gainsborough  Urban  District.  Not  one  case  of  Diphtheria 
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occurred  and  there  were  no  definite  cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis, 
which  was  epidemic  in  many  areas. 

One  death  from  Infantile  Paralysis  occurred  in  Foxby  Hill 
Hospital  after  treatment  for  a period  of  three  months  in  an 
“Iron  Lung.”  This  case  was  admitted  from  the  Brigg  Glanford 
Rural  District. 

The  following  Tables  give  the  number  of  cases  notified  and 
the  Distribution  in  the  Wards: — 


TABLE  I. 


Disease 

Scarlet  Fever  

Pneumonia 

Measles  

Erysipelas  

Whooping  Cough 
Polio  Encephalitis 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


Number  of 
Cases  Notified 

11 

19 

171 

4 

70 

1 

1 


TABLE  II. 

DISTRIBUTION  IN  WARDS. 


Disease 

North 

South 

Market 

Central 

Scarlet  Fever  

3 

5 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

5 

8 

4 

2 

Measles  

51 

61 

29 

30 

Erysipelas  

2 

— 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

35 

6 

22 

7 

Polio  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

1 

CANCER. 

During  the  year,  there  were  27  deaths  from  Cancer,  a decrease 
of  twelve  on  the  previous  year. 

The  sites  of  the  disease  were  as  follows:  — 

Uterus  i 

Stomach  and  Duodenum  5 

All  other  sites 21 


TABLE  III. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Sanitary  Inspector 

for  the  year  1947. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  GAINSBOROUGH. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  first  Annual  Report  since 
taking  office  on  the  15th  September,  and  owing  to  the  fact  that 
for  almost  three  months  of  the  year,  the  Department  was  without 
the  services  of  an  Inspector,  a consequent  reduction  in  the 
Statistical  Summaries  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  will 
be  noted. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  Register,  including  12  bake- 
houses, is  95.  During  the  year,  122  visits  were  paid  to  these 
premises  and  apart  from  minor  contraventions  which  were 
remedied  forthwith,  only  in  one  case  involving  want  of  cleanli- 
ness, was  any  action  deemed  necessary. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

73  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  under  the  provisions  of 
the  above  Act  in  relation  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  shop 
workers  and  conditions  were  found  to  be  such  as  not  to  warrant 
the  taking  of  any  formal  action. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

All  premises  in  which  food  intended  for  sale  is  stored  or 
prepared  were  regularly  visited  with  a view  to  securing  com- 
pliance with  the  provisions  of  this  Act.  In  the  majority  of  cases 
the  shopkeepers  were  most  anxious  to  co-operate  with  this 
Department  to  secure  a desirably  hygienic  standard  which  the 
Act  demands  and  the  public  have  a right  to  expect.  93  visits 
were  paid  to  the  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Act 
and  no  contraventions  were  noted. 
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COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES  and  MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  number  of  Cowkeepers  is  8,  the  number  of  Cowsheds  16. 
and  the  approximate  number  of  Milch  Cows  is  90. 

8 visits  have  been  paid  to  these  premises,  and  it  is  encourag- 
ing to  report  that  such  premises  were  well  kept,  and  that  there 
was  no  cause  for  complaint. 

During  the  year,  5 reports  on  the  condition  of  “Accredited” 
Milk  were  received  from  the  County  Health  Officer.  All  Samples 
were  reported  upon  as  being  satisfactory. 

On  the  Register  of  Dairies  are  13  Purveyors  and  4 Dairymen; 
6 Purveyors  and  2 Dairymen  residing  outside  the  District.  21 
small  shops  also  retail  bottled  milk  brought  into  the  Town  by 
the  Bottlers.  88  visits  were  paid  to  the  premises. 

During  the  year,  103  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for 
examination  and  the  results  summarised  in  the  following  table 
which  follows.  With  the  exception  of  the  pasteurised  milks,  the 
figures  given  reveal  a most  unsatisfactory  position  which  may  be 
largely  due  to  the  absence  of  adequate  piped  water  supplies  at 
the  farms,  an  assumption  which  is  reinforced  by  the  fact  that 
85-4  of  the  samples  failed  to  pass  the  B.  Coli  test. 


Area 

Produced. 

Retailer 

Grade. 

Methylene  Blue. 
P.  F. 

B. 

P. 

Coli. 

F. 

Phosphatase 
P.  F. 

Urban  & Rural 

Urban 

Pasteurised 

34 

9 

— 

— 

42 

1 

Urban 

Urban 

Ungraded 

6 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Rural 

Urban 

Ungraded 

3 

1 

1 

3 

— 

- — 

Rural 

Rural 

Accredited 

4 

8 

1 

11 

— 

— 

Rural 

Rural 

( not  sold  as 
such ) 
Ungraded 

10 

28 

4 

34 

— 



TOTAL  . . 

57 
55  U 

46 

9 

15  0 

51 

42 

98% 

1 

P — -Passed.  F— Failed. 


MEAT,  FOODS  and  SLAUGHTERHOUSE  INSPECTION. 

The  Slaughterhouse  taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  in 
1940  was  visited  daily,  and  the  Assistant  Meat  Inspector  was  given 
every  assistance  in  the  performance  of  his  duties.  The  Slaughter- 
house has  been  well  kept  and  free  from  complaint.  Large 
consignments  of  frozen  Pork,  Lambs,  Sheep  and  boneless  chilled 
Beef  were  distributed  in  the  area  during  the  year,  together  with 
a large  quantity  of  tinned  Corned  Beef. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  the  Slaughterhouse,  Butchers’ 
Shops  and  Market  Stalls  was  2,374,  and  the  number  of  Carcases 
examined  were: — 795  Beasts;  406  Cows,  178  Pigs:  3,415  Sheep;  and 
479  Calves;  making  a grand  total  of  5,273  Carcases. 


17 


Foodstuffs  condemned  during  the  year  were:  — 


9 

18 

2 

27 

8 

207 

93 

55 

5 

15 

17 

5 

87 

40 

9 

40 

655 

80 

55 


SLAUGHTERHOUSE. 

Beast  Carcases  and  all  Offals,  T.B. 

Cow  Carcases  and  all  Offals,  T.B 
Pig  Carcases  and  all  Offals,  T.B. 
full  sets  Beast  Offals,  T.B. 
full  sets  Cow  Offals,  T.B. 
other  Beast  Offals,  T.B. 
other  Cow  Offals,  T.B. 
other  Pig  Offals,  T.B. 

Beast  Carcases  and  all  Offals  (non-defined  diseases) 

Cow  Carcases  and  all  Offals  (non-defined  diseases) 

Sheep  Carcases  and  all  Offals 

Pig  Carcases  and  all  Offals. 

other  Beast  Offals. 

other  Cow  Offals. 

other  Pig  Offals. 

other  Sheep  Offals 

lbs.  Beef  (Bruised  and  Broken  Leg). 

lbs.  Pork  (Bruised). 

lbs.  Mutton  (Bruised). 


OTHER  FOODSTUFFS. 

331  tins  assorted  sizes  Preserved  Adeats. 
419  tins  assorted  sizes  Milk 
1453  tins  assorted  sizes  Vegetables. 

281  tins  assorted  sizes  Preserves. 

235  tins  assorted  sizes  Fish. 

41  tins  assorted  sizes  Soup 
6 boxes  Smoked  Fish. 

35  stones  Flour. 

36  lbs.  Cheese. 

23  lbs.  Bacon. 

35  stones  Smoked  Fish. 

36  lbs.  Sausage. 

24  lbs.  Dates. 

2 cwts.  Sausage  Rusk 
12  lbs.  Tea. 

1 tin  Dried  Egg. 

1 tin  Dried  Milk. 

136  pkts.  Breakfast  Cereals. 

30  lbs.  Biscuits. 

24  lbs.  Quaker  Oats 
12  lbs.  Sultanas. 

1\  doz.  Fish  Cakes, 
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Appended  table  of  Carcases  inspected  is  compiled  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular,  1938. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excTd’g 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

795 

406 

178 

3415 

479 

Number  inspected  

795 

406 

178 

3415 

479 

All  diseases  except 

T uberculosis. 

Whole  Carcases  con- 
demned   

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  

5 

15 

17 

5 

94 

40 

1 

37 

7 

12.46 

13.55 

.56 

1.581 

2.505 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  Carcases  con- 
demned   

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  

9 

18 

— 

. . 

2 

191 

78 



- . 

46 

25.5 

23.64 



10.02 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 


The  number  on  the  Register  is  4.  48  visits  have  been  paid 

to  these  premises  during  the  course  of  the  year,  and  on  the  whole 
they  have  been  kept  clean  and  free  from  nuisance.  The  Hide  and 
Skin  Company’s  business  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  cut  as 
conditions  will  allow.  The  premises  are  in  a very  bad  and 
dilapidated  condition,  but  any  reconstruction  is  dependent  upon 
the  future  use  of  the  site. 


COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 


The  collection  of  the  Town's  Refuse  during  the  past  year 
has  been  successfully  carried  out,  despite  transport  and  other 
difficulties. 

The  two  Karrier  “Bantams”  and  the  “Colt”  were  responsible 
for  the  collection  of  the  refuse.  The  Colt  was  also  used  for  the 
collection  of  Waste  Paper  and  other  materials. 

The  amount  of  refuse  collected  has  increased  considerably, 
and  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  inferior  coal  (giving  a very  high 
degree  of  ash)  and  to  the  increasing  number  of  cases  where  two 
families  are  occupying  one  house.  This  has  also  reflected  on 
the  Collection  periods  which  have  varied  widely,  the  average 
throughout  the  year  being  12  day  intervals.  A considerable 
amount  of  time  has  also  been  lost  by  the  vehicles  due  to  the 
difficulty  in  obtaining  spare  parts. 

CONTROLLED  TIPPING  OF  REFUSE. 

The  amount  of  refuse  dealt  with  at  the  Controlled  Tip  was 
7,638  tons.  These  are  estimated  weights  and  are  for  the  financial 
year  ending  the  31st  March,  1948. 

Tipping  of  Refuse  was  carried  out  on  a site  in  “Humble  Carr” 
Lane,  and  by  the  Railway  Embankment.  Following  the  heavy 
floods  when  the  Tip  was  unable  to  be  used,  all  Refuse  was  tipped 
in  the  County  Council  “Bridge”  Yard,  until  such  times  as  it  was 
possible  to  use  the  Tip. 

The  figures  on  the  next  page  are  for  the  financial  year  ending 
31st  March,  1948. 
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Rate  Represented  for  Collection  and  Disposal  15.702d. 
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SALVAGE. 


I am  very  pleased  to  report  a very  satisfactory  result  from 
the  Department’s  Salvage  activities.  Many  methods  of  bringing 
the  urgency  of  this  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  public  were 
employed,  and  the  Press  gave  every  assistance. 

During  the  year,  302  loads  of  Salvaged  materials  were 
collected  by  the  Colt.  216  tons  of  waste  paper,  61  tons  of  tins 
and  metals,  26  tons  of  kitchen  scraps  and  other  items  were 
returned  to  industry  to  the  value  of  £1,756. 

These  results  when  compared  with  other  Districts  are  such 
as  to  give  every  satisfaction. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

9 visits  have  been  paid  to  premises  during  the  year  and  8 
rooms  were  disinfected  following  occurrence  of  Infectious  Disease, 
and  22  following  upon  Tuberculosis. 

Disinfection  of  bedding  is  carried  out  at  the  Public  Assistance 
Institution  as  and  when  required. 

Ambulance. 

The  Morris  Ambulance  stationed  at  the  Foxby  Hill  Isolation 
Hospital  is  used  in  connection  with  the  removal  of  patients  and 
the  collection  of  bedding. 

Disinfectants. 

The  usual  amount  of  Disinfectants  were  issued  to  house- 
holders during  the  summer  months. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

Emergency  building  legislation  imposing  a monthly  licensing 
“Ceiling”  and  Orders  imposing  strict  control  of  certain  building 
materials  with  the  object  of  diverting  labour  and  materials  to 
the  provision  of  new  houses,  has  precluded  the  taking  of  any 
action  under  the  repair  sections  of  this  Act,  as  only  the  most 
essential  work  could  be  carried  out. 

Consequently,  all  bousing  complaints  were  dealt  with  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  as  nuisances,  a course  which  has  certain 
limitations  due  to  the  precise  interpretation  placed  by  the  Courts 
on  the  word  “Nuisance,” 
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With  the  enhanced  costs  of  building  materials  and  labour, 
it  followed  that  the  greater  proportion  of  this  work  fell  within 
the  licensable  limit  of  £10.  and  as  your  Licensing  Officer,  every 
effort  was  made  to  give  these  applications  priority  and  projects 
not  involving  housing  deferred. 

In  spite  of  these  disabilities,  quite  a number  of  houses 
received  attention,  but  much  remains  to  be  done,  especially  in 
those  areas  provisionally  scheduled  for  clearance,  and  until 
conditions  are  such  that  demolition  can  be  proceeded  with, 
further  works  of  maintenance  will  be  required  to  keep  these 
premises  in  a weatherproof  condition. 

Until  more  materials  are  available,  the  provision  of  additional 
amenities  in  those  houses  considered  to  be  capable  of  repair, 
such  as  the  laying  on  of  a piped  supply  of  water  inside  the 
houses,  installation  of  baths,  etc.,  desirable  though  they  may  be, 
will  have  to  remain  in  abeyance 


NEW  BUILDINGS. 

During  the  year,  20  permanent  Houses  were  erected  for  the 
Council  on  the  Avenue  Site. 


WATER  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  has  been  very  little  change  in  this  direction,  and  there 
are  still  9 pail  closets  at  outlying  premises.  A few  trough  closets 
remain  in  the  older  parts  of  the  Town. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

This  work  assumed  large  proportions  during  the  year. 

631  visits  were  made  to  premises  during  the  year,  and  several 
infestations  were  dealt  with.  These  were  no  doubt  largely  due 
to  the  war  time  practice  of  keeping  fowls,  etc.,  in  back  yards  and 
gardens,  and  until  the  practice  is  discontinued,  complaints  of 
this  type  will  be  constantly  recurring.  Although  only  a small 
number  of  bodies  were  recovered,  post  baiting  proved  that  the 
operation  was  a success. 

No  treatment  was  given  to  the  Sewers. 

Notices  Served  during  the  Year. 

In  connection  with  these,  584  repairs  and  other  Nuisances 
were  remedied. 
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General  Inspections  During  the  Year. 

Houses — Public  Health  Acts.  Visits  131 

Complaints  Investigated 287 

Visits  to  Property  under  Notice  421 

Common  Lodging  Houses  4 

Factories — Mechanical  Power 4 

Factories — No  Mechanical  Power 67 

Workplaces 8 

Infectious  Disease  Cases 9 

New  Buildings  2 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act 631 

Drainage  Work  47 

Shops  Act 73 

Bakehouses  24 

Fried  Fish  Shops 35 

Other  Food  Preparation  48 

Wet  Fish  Shops 16 

Butchers  Shops  27 

Markets 52 

Slaughterhouses  2295 

Offensive  Trades  48 

Ice  Cream  Shops  10 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  88 

Cowsheds  8 

Stables  and  Garages  3 

Verminous  Houses  31 

Destructor  and  Tip 32 

Refuse  Collection 37 

Marine  Stores  15 

Interviews  with  Owners  147 

Miscellaneous 871 

Milk  Samples  103 

Water  Samples 57 

Unsound  Food 53 

Civil  Building  Control  487 

Overcrowding 33 


Total  6,204 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

(i)  The  supply  of  water  during  the  year  remained  sufficient 
in  quantity  until  the  22nd  December  when  the  No.  3 borehole 
pump  broke  down  which  occasioned  the  shutting  off  of  all  piped 
supplies  in  the  area  from  midnight  to  6 a.m.  each  day  with  the 
exception  of  a portion  of  the  district  which  was  enabled  to  obtain 
a continuous  supply  by  arrangement  with  the  neighbouring  Rural 
District  Council. 
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(ii)  During  the  year  57  samples  of  water  going  into  public 
supply  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  both 
before  and  after  chlorination.  Results  are  reported  upon  in 
accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  suggested  classification. 


Class  1 — Highly  Satisfactory  40  70% 

Class  2 — Satisfactory  4 7% 

Class  3 — Suspicious  6 11% 

Class  4 — Unsatisfactory  7 12%, 


Total  57  100% 


One  sample  of  water  from  the  No.  2 Borehole  at  the  Water- 
works was  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  to  the  Sheffield  Public 
Analyst  and  was  reported  upon  as  follows: — 

“The  water  as  received  was  clear  and  colourless  and 
free  from  suspended  matter,  it  is  of  a high  degree  of 
organic  purity  and  quite  satisfactory  bacteriologically. 
This  supply  is  very  hard,  slightly  less  than  half  the 
hardness  being  temporary  in  character,  that  is  it  will  be 
thrown  out  in  a hot  water  system  causing  deposition  of 
carbonates  in  the  pipes. 

“Apart  from  this  question  of  hardness  the  water  is  a 
satisfactory  one  for  drinking  and  domestic  use.” 

(iii)  As  the  above  analysis  did  not  reveal  the  presence  of 
any  poisonous  metals  and  the  total  hardness  was  given  as  36.5 
(16.85  temporary)  the  possibility  of  the  water  having  a Plumbo- 
solvent  action  is  extremely  remote. 

(iv)  Two  factors  must  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
interpreting  the  high  percentage  of  class  4 waters  in  paragraph  2. 

1.  Routine  weekly  sampling  was  not  instituted  until  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year  and  therefore  it  is  quite  probable  that  the 
figure  of  12%  may  bear  too  high  a relationship  to  the  year  when 
viewed  as  a whole. 

2.  In  every  case  the  water  as  delivered  to  the  reservoirs  did 
not  fall  below  class  1. 

As  adverse  reports  were  only  received  on  samples  either 
during  or  after  their  passage  through  'the  open  reservoirs  it  is 
reasonable  to  assume  that  the  absence  of  covering  to  the 
reservoirs  is  primarily  the  responsible  factor. 
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In  view  of  the  prohibitive  cost  of  providing  cover  to  the 
reservoirs,  recommendations  were  made  to  the  Waterworks 
Committee  to  explore  the  possibility  of  installing  an  automatic 
recording  Chlorinating  device  to  replace  the  present  apparatus 
erected  as  an  emergency  measure  at  the  outbreak  of  war. 


(v)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public 

water  Mains  direct  4706 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  by  means  of 

Standpipes  423 


CIVIL  BUILDING  CONTROL. 

On  the  1st  August,  1945,  the  Local  Authority  was  delegated 
the  work  of  granting  Licences  under  the  Defence  Regulations: 
which  duty  was  delegated  to  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Licences  are  required  for  all  works  costing  over  £10  and  are 
issued  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  up  to  any  sum  for  Housing 
Work.  Work  costing  over  £100  on  Buildings  other  than  Housing 
is  dealt  with  by  the  Ministry  of  Works  Regional  Office. 

During  the  year,  the  Certificates  of  Essential  Repair  issued 
by  the  Department  were  withdrawn  on  the  coming  into  operation 
of  the  Control  of  Building  Materials  (No.  1)  Order,  1947,  which 
applied  statutory  sanction  to  the  issue  of  priority  certificates 
after  1st  September.  Twenty-three  building  components  were 
listed  for  emergency  work  in  any  of  five  specified  categories  and 
by  the  end  of  the  year  102  of  these  certificates  had  been  issued. 
It  will  be  readily  appreciated  that  this  new  procedure  involved 
a greater  amount  of  clerical  work  as  well  as  the  answering  of 
innumerable  queries  made  by  the  various  Builders  in  the  Town. 

Owing  to  the  exceptional  conditions  created  by  the  disastrous 
floods  in  March,  the  Ministry  of  Works  agreed  that  all  repairs 
to  premises  suffering  damage  be  licenced  without  affecting  the 
monthly  “Licensing  Ceiling”  and  44  licences  were  issued  under 
the  designation  “Weather  Emergency.” 


DRAINAGE  and  SEWERAGE. 

163  yards  of  new  sewers  were  laid  during  the  year  on  the 
White’s  Wood  Lane  Nos.  2 and  3 sites. 
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CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion  of  this  Report,  my  thanks  are  due  to  the 
Chairman  and  the  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
unstinted  co-operation,  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  to  Mr. 
Smithson,  the  Meat  Inspector,  and  to  the  Cleansing  and  Disposal 
Staffs  who  have  co-operated  in  every  way  to  make  the  work  of 
the  Department  go  well,  and,  lastly,  to  my  Assistant,  Mr.  Searson, 
who  has  given  me  invaluable  help  at  all  times. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  CARTER. 


